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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SPACE AS AFACTOR OF HUMAN
EVOLUTION

The issue of thinking of the future is one of the most acute and urgent
problems. In this regard, various fields of scientific knowledge are searching for
philosophical meanings, with a focus on consistency and development as the
most important characteristics of life. The general cultural sense of development
is determined by the involvement of mankind in solving the problem of
choosing life strategies, ng for new ways of evolutionary development. The
society witnesses the increased understanding of the importance of spirituality,
the leading role of culture in the formation of a new holistic view of the world
and man, energoinformational essence and evolution of a human being.

The today's social and cultural space experiences enhanced interest in the
man, nature and uniqueness, expressing the concept that it is the environment
that influences human and genetics as well as forms its culture [2, 4]. Research
in biophilosophy and sociobiology suggests that a person concentrates the unity
of the laws of nature and society, and the man’s vital activity is a single holistic
formation and builds the social and cultural space [5]. New research field
«Epigenetics» allows looking at a person from the point of view of his inner
world.

The changes that are taking place in science are to some extent correlated
to the ancient knowledge that has reached our days. New scientific discoveries
in natural sciences in field of genetics, ecology, environment, social biology,
neurophysiology, informational biology and epigenetics show the potential

evolutionary-biological capabilities of human. Man appears as a creator of his
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life, as a complex self-organized system that is in interrelation with nature and
society and capable of development and evolution.

In the context of these studies, a man appears to be a direct participant of
the evolutionary process, interrelated with the nature, society and universe. In
this regard, the issue of the human social and cultural nature, transformation of
inner world, identification of factors and mechanisms of evolution, place and
role of the human in the universe are the main issues of our time, which are able
to solve many problems faced by the humanity and to change its future for the
better [1]. Moreover, the active transformative actions and thinking of the
human forms distinct social and cultural space.

At the present stage, the question of a new understanding of human
essence and nature, a phenomenon of human cultural evolution requires a
thorough and comprehensive exploring, since not only the future of man, but
also the future of humanity depends on man himself, on orientation of his
actions and thoughts. With scientific language available for everyone it is
possible to understand and comprehend the knowledge that humanity has kept
since its inception.

A distinctive feature of the present day is the society’s search for some
new philosophical ideas which arise in various cultural trends and forms of
culture. Recent studies indicate that social processes in society are more often
examined on the basis of understanding the biological patterns. According to
E. Wilson and Ch. Lumsden [5], who introduced the concept of genetic and
cultural coevolution, the culture directly affects the selection of biological
material and is affected by it as well. In addition, the scientific studies [1, 3]
actively discuss the question of the leading role of the human environment in its
evolution and genetics, the interconnection and interdependence of society,
nature and human.

In this regard, the inseparable relationship of a person, nature and society,

the leading role of culture in their evolution are increasingly discussed in various
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scientific fields. The culture is a powerful regulator of all social changes of
society, its value orientations, as it produces a certain system of values in the
sociocultural space, forming the moral basis of society, its priorities, directly
affecting the consciousness of human, its thinking, needs, ways of interacting
with the world, qualitatively changing human and society. Due to this in the
modern sociocultural space there is a growing interest to human, its nature and
uniqueness, and there is a concept that the environment affects the human and its
genetics and shapes its culture.

Research in a new scientific field — epigenetics — gave us the opportunity
to look at a human from the point of view of the inner world, the mechanisms
that form and regulate its life, behavior, character, thinking, culture [1, 2, 6]. The
epigenetic studies stated that in addition to genetic mechanism of transmission
of hereditary information from one generation to another there is also an
epigenetic mechanism by which changes at the gene level occur [2, 6].
According to the epigenetic findings, the environment plays a major role in the
activity of certain genes. Biological and genetic processes in the human body are
directly caused by interaction with this environment, and a human is able to
influence its biology.

It is known that since its birth a human stays in a specific information and
sociocultural space. In this space certain pictures of world views and human are
formed; certain beliefs, ideas, behaviors, priorities are established, on the basis
of which a human forms its world-view, life, thinking, behavior and culture.
Therefore, to some degree the human life is run by programs founded and
formed in early childhood under the influence of those cultural strata in which it
lives and develops. Society, nature and human are interrelated and
interdependent. The condition of one of them reflects the condition of another.
According to the findings of epigenetics, these beliefs, ideas and views become
dominant in the world perception of a human, stating on its biological condition

and, in the future, at the gene level [2, 4, 5].
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It shall be noted that evaluating the beliefs cultivated in a particular
society, a human is able to understand their positive influence or limitations.
Realizing the inadequacy of beliefs, ideas, attitudes developed both in a
particular society and the perception of particular human, it changes everything
that surrounds it, changing its life, biology and genetics; that is, a human
influences the formation of sociocultural space.

Considering the findings of epigenetics, it can be noted that the person’s
inner world is quite organized, and as a biological structure, a human cannot be
studied in isolation from its thinking, consciousness, lifestyle, environment,
behavior, culture etc. Human, society and culture are organic parts of nature.
The environment contains not only a natural component, which exists
independently of human and its activities, but also social and material conditions
of existence, life, spiritual and moral values, social relations, linkages and
relationships of different cultural backgrounds and information space in which
the human is [5, 6].

It is proven that the more cultured a society is, the more civilized is a
human, and vice versa. Through culture a human accumulates and reproduces
the experience of life, which is manifested in cultural dimensions. Interacting
with the natural world and society, a human experiences its influence and affect
it with its activities. So, culture is a bridge between the human nature and its
environment, the biological and the social, the natural and the acquired in the
process of human life, which leads to its evolution.

In this regard, in our view, it is possible to assume that the culture, moral
and spiritual values, the ideological dominants that exist in the world view of a
single human and society as a whole, form an information and cultural
environment in which the human is living. This environment, according to the
concept of epigenetics, programs human genes, and in future this impact will
reflect on a biological level [1, 2, 4]. So the state of human genetics and the

genetics of future generations depends on what kind of information will be
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received by the human cells. So, the human environment is directly shaped by

its genetics, ideology and culture.
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