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Summary. Introduction. In recent years, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
launched by China, has become a key platform for international economic
cooperation, promoting infrastructure development, trade facilitation, and

integration across Asia, Europe, and beyond. Ukraine, as one of the first European
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countries to actively respond to the BRI, has developed a robust trade relationship
with China, marked by increasing bilateral trade volumes and deepening economic
cooperation. Since 2019, China has maintained its position as Ukraine’s largest
trading partner, underscoring the strategic importance of the bilateral relationship.
However, the escalation of geopolitical tensions following the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in 2022 has posed serious challenges to this cooperation. Many joint
projects, particularly those related to the BRI, have been suspended or halted due
to security and logistical constraints. Nevertheless, Ukraine's geographical location
at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, along with its agricultural capacity and
industrial potential, continues to make it a vital participant in the initiative.
Understanding how to adapt bilateral trade cooperation in light of the Ukrainian
crisis and capitalize on Ukraine’s strategic potential is now a pressing issue for both
countries.

Purpose. The primary purpose of this study is to analyze the current state,
challenges, and future prospects of China—Ukraine foreign trade cooperation within
the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. The article seeks to assess the bilateral
trade dynamics from 2015 to 2023, evaluate the economic and logistical potential
of Ukraine as a strategic hub in Eurasia, and identify key obstacles that limit deeper
economic engagement. Furthermore, this research aims to develop practical
recommendations for enhancing bilateral cooperation in sectors such as
agriculture, energy, infrastructure, and digital economy. The overarching objective
is to explore ways of transforming geopolitical challenges into new opportunities for
collaboration based on mutual benefit, economic pragmatism, and sustainable
growth.

Materials and methods. This study employs a multidisciplinary approach
combining quantitative and qualitative research methods. The empirical basis

includes statistical data on trade volumes, commodity structures, and investment
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flows between China and Ukraine from 2015 to 2023, sourced from national
statistical agencies, customs databases, and international trade reports. The study
also reviews and synthesizes findings from recent academic publications, policy
analyses, and case studies conducted by Chinese, Ukrainian, and international
researchers. Content analysis is used to evaluate the positions of both countries in
strategic documents and public discourse surrounding the BRI. Comparative
analysis is applied to examine trade patterns before and after the escalation of the
Ukrainian crisis

Results. The research reveals that China—Ukraine trade cooperation has
demonstrated notable resilience amid challenging external conditions. Prior to the
war, trade volumes between the two countries were growing steadily, especially in
agricultural products (e.g., grain, oilseeds), metallurgy, and machinery. China
emerged as a key market for Ukrainian exports and a growing investor in strategic
sectors. However, the war disrupted logistics chains, complicated payments, and
created legal and infrastructural uncertainties. Despite this, trade has not collapsed
entirely, and certain sectors, such as digital services and agricultural exports, have
shown adaptability. The analysis also shows that Ukraine has untapped potential to
serve as a transport and logistics hub within the BRI framework, thanks to its Black
Sea ports, railway connections, and proximity to the EU. Nonetheless, the absence
of institutional coordination mechanisms and risk management strategies continues
to impede large-scale investment and limits the diversification of trade cooperation.

Discussion. The findings of this research highlight the importance of
rethinking and adapting the China—Ukraine trade relationship within the evolving
geopolitical landscape. While existing studies have examined the economic,
logistical, and strategic aspects of cooperation, this study places greater emphasis
on the structural barriers and institutional gaps that hinder the realization of long-

term goals. One key recommendation is the development of a bilateral risk
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management framework that includes diplomatic, financial, and legal instruments
for project continuity. Additionally, strategic cooperation should prioritize sectors
less vulnerable to disruption, such as digital trade, agricultural technology,
renewable energy, and education. There is also a need to enhance institutional
dialogue and policy alignment to ensure coherent implementation of BRI projects in
Ukraine. Ultimately, fostering a resilient and flexible trade partnership, rooted in
mutual interests and adaptive strategies, could transform current limitations into a
foundation for renewed bilateral engagement and shared prosperity.

Key words: Belt and Road Initiative, foreign trade, China, Ukraine, economic

cooperation, partnership, logistics, resource endowment, economic integration.
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Anomauia. Bcmyn. Ocmannimu pokamu Iniyiamusa "Ooun nosic, 00un winsax’
(Belt and Road Initiative, BRI), 3anouamxosana Kumaem, cmana Kuo4o8010
naam@opmoro 0us MidCHAPOOHO20 eKOHOMIYHO20 CNIBPOOIMHUYMBA, CHPAMOBAHOIO
Ha pOo36UMOK IHQpaAcmpyKmypu, cnpowerHHs mopeieni ma inmezpayiio Kpain As3ii,
€sponu ma iHwux pecionis. Yxpaiua, sik 00HA 3 NEPULUX EBPONEUCHLKUX 0epAHCas, U0
AKMUBHO NIOMPUMANA Yio IHIYiamuey, cqhopmysana MiyHi mop2o8enbHi 36 A3KU 3
Kumaem, axi xapakmepuzyromuscs 3p0CmanHiIM 00c52i8 080CMOPOHHbOI MOp2i6ii
ma no2aubieHHAM eKoHOMIiuHOoI 63aemoldii. 3 2019 poky Kumaii nocioae nepute
Micye ceped mopeogenvHux napmuepié  Yipainu. OOnax  3a20cmpeHHs
2eononimu4Hoi cumyayii niciisi emoperenHs pocii ¢ Ykpainy y 2022 poyi nocmaeuio
nio 3acpo3y YUCNeHHI CHiIbHI npoekmu, 30kpema 6 medxcax BRI Ilonpu ye,
cmpameziune po3mauiysants Yxkpainu na nepexpecmi €eponu ma A3ii, it acpapruu
nomeHnyian i NPOMUCIOBI pecypcu 30epicaioms il 8axdciugy poiv y peanizayii
iHiyiamueu. Y ybomy xonmexcmi ocobau80 aKmyaibHUM € NUMAHHA adanmayii
Mop208enbHOI CRiBNpayi 00 HOBUX YMO8 i peanizayii nomenyiany Ykpainu 6 mexicax

BRI
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Mema. Memoto 0ocniodxicenHs € aHaniz Cy4acHo2o CMamy, OCHOBHUX GUKIIUKIB
I nepcnekmug po36UMKY 308HIUUHLOMOP20BEIbHOS0 CHIBPOOIMHUYMBA  MIdC
Kumaem ma Yxpainor 6 meocax Iniyiamusu "Ooun nosic, ooun wisax". ¥ pooomi
PO03210AEMbCA OUHAMIKA 080CMOPOHHBLOI mopeieni 3a nepiod 2015-2023 poxis,
OYIHIOEMBCS TO2ICMUYHUL MA eKOHOMIYHUL NOMeHYian YKpainu sk cmpameziyno2o
xaby y €epasii, a makoxc GUABIAIOMbC KIOU08I Oap’epu, wo o00OMedxICyromo
nooanbuly eKoHOMIuHy 63aemolito. Oxpema ysaza NpuoisiEmvCs po3poOaeHHIO
NPAKMUYHUX peKoMeHOayiti wodo axmusizayii cnienpayi y cgepax ciibCbKoco
20cnodapcmaea, emepeemuxu, IHGpacmpykmypu, npoMuciogocmi ma yugposoi
eKOHOMIKU HA OCHO8I NPUHYUNIE 83AEMHOI 8U200U, EKOHOMIYHO20 NPASMAMUZMY MA
CMano20 po36UmKY.

Mamepianu i memoou. Y 00cniodxicenHi BUKOPUCMAHO MINCOUCYUNTIHAPHUL
nioxio, wo NOEOHYE KINbKICHI ma AKICHI mMemoou awuanizy. Emnipuuny 6a3y
CMAHOBIAMb CMAMUCMUYHI OaHI W00 00CA2I8 MOP2i6i, MOBAPHOI cMpPYKmMypu ma
ingecmuyiu mioie Kumaem i Yrpainow y 2015-2023 poxax, ompumani 3 oghiyitinux
oofcepen: 0epAHCaABHUX OP2aHié CMAamMUCMUKU, MUMHOI 36iIMHOCMI Ma MIdDCHAPOOHUX
mopeosenvHux o02nsa0is. llpogsedeno ananiz HAykoeoi jimepamypu, aHATIMUYHUX
oonosioetl i Kelc-00CNi0HCeHb KUMAUCLKUX, YKPAIHCbKUX T MIXCHAPOOHUX ABMODIAE.
Jna awnanizy no3uyiu cmopin BUKOPUCMAHO KOHMEHM-AHANI3 CmpameivHux
O0OKYMeHmi8, @ MAK0*C NPOBEOEHO NOPIGHSIbHULL AHALI3 MOP208ENbHUX MOOeell 00
I nicis 3a20CMpenHts YKPAaiHCbKol Kpu3u.

Pesynomamu. Pe3ynemamu 0ocniodxcenHs c8iouams npo iOHOCH) CMIUKICMb
Mop20o8eIbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX 36 ’53Ki6 Mide Kumaem ma Ykpainoro, nezsaxcaiouu na
Cepuo3Hi 308HIWHI BUKIUKU. []O noYamKy NOBHOMACUMAOHOT GIUHU 0B0CHMOPOHHSL
mope2ie/isi 0eMOHCMpY8ana cmabilbHe 3pOCMAaHHsL, 0COOIUBO 8 MAKUX CEKMOpax, K
CilbCbKe  20CN00apcmeo  (3epHO8i,  ONUHI  KYIbmypu), Memanypeia ma

Mawunodyoyeanns. Kumail cmaé  KuO408UM — IMHOPMEPOM  YKPAIHCbKOIL
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azponpooykyii ma oOHuM i3 Haubinbwux ineecmopis. I[Ipome gitina cnpuuunuia
NOPYUEHHS JI02ICMUKU, VCKIAOHEeHHS PO3DAXYHKI® Ma 3HUNCEHHS TH8eCMUYIUHOT
npusabnueocmi. Illonpu ye, Oesaki eany3i — 30Kkpema yugposi nociyeu u
azpoekcnopm — npoOeMoOHCmpysanu — aoanmayituHuti nomewnyian.  Taxkoowc
8CMAHOBNEHO, WO YKpaiHa Mae 3HAYHI MOXNCIUBOCMI OJisi NepemeopeHHs Ha
nocicmuynuti yeump BRI 3a60axu mopcokum nopmam, po36uHymiu 3ani3HUYHIU
mepexci ma oOnuzbkocmi 0o punky €C. OOHax 8i0CymHICMb HANEHCHOL
IHCMUMYYitiHoi KoopouHayii ma e@ekmusHux MexaHizmMie 3axucmy npoEcKmie
CMPUMYE PO38UMOK i ougepcughixayiro cnignpayi.

llepcnexmusu. Ompumani pesynomamu niomeepoHCyroms HeoOXiOHICMb
nepeocmuciieHus U aoanmayii moodeni cnienpayi misxc Ykpainoro ma Kumaem y
HOBUX 2e0noNimuyHux ymoseax. Axwjo nonepeoni 0ocniodicenHs QOKYCy8anucs
NepeBad’CHO HA eKOHOMIYHUX ma IHHPpACMPYKmMYPHUX ACNeKmax, mo ys poboma
aKyeHmye ysazy Ha iHcmumyyiunux oap ’epax i cmpykmypuux npozaniunax. Cepeo
KIIOYOBUX DPEeKOMEHOayill — CMEOPEHHs 08OCMOPOHHLOI CUCMeEMU YAPABLIHHS
PUBUKAMU, SIKA OXONAI08ANA 6 OUNIOMAMUYHI, PIHAHCOBI Ma NPABOsi IHCMpPYMeHmu
3abe3neyenns cmaobitbHocmi npoekmis. Cmpameeiuna 63aeMO0isi MA€E MAKONC
30cepeoumucs Ha MeHu 8pa3iueux 00 KOH@IIKMI8 ceKmopax, maxkux K yugposa
EeKOHOMIKA, a2pomexHonoeii, 8i0HOGNI06aAHA eHepeemurka U oceima. llocunenHs
RONIMUYHO20  0iano2y ma Y3200H4CEeHHs Cmpameitl po36UmKy 00380UNb
niosuwumu egekmugnicms peanizayii npoekmis y medxcax BRI Y niocymky,
Gdopmysanns eHyuK020, a0anmueHo20 ma 63AEMOBUCIOHO20 NAPMHEPCMEA MO’Ce
cmamu  OCHOB80M0 OJisl BIOHOGIEHHA 00820MPUBANIOL CHiBNpayi ma CnilbHO2Oo
E€KOHOMIYHO20 3POCMAHHAL.

Knwuosi cnosa: iniyiamusa "Ooun nosic, 00un wniax", 306HiwHs mopeieis,
Kumaii, Vkpaina, exonomiune cnigpobimuuymeo, napmuepcmaeo, Jn02iCMmuKa,

DpecypcHUll nomenyiai, eKOHOMIYHA iHmezpayis.
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Formulation of the problem. As one of the first countries to respond to the
Belt and Road Initiative, Ukraine has a good foreign trade foundation with China,
and economic and trade cooperation is deepening. Since 2019, China has been
Ukraine's largest trading partner for many consecutive years. After Russia invaded
Ukraine, China-Ukraine foreign trade cooperation was blocked, and many projects
related to the Belt and Road Initiative were forced to close. As a major agricultural
country in the world, an important hub for Eurasian exchanges, and an important
participant in the Belt and Road Initiative, Ukraine has huge room for further
development in trade prospects with China.

The Ukrainian crisis has seriously affected the important layout of China's
"Belt and Road" initiative in Eurasia. Ukraine is located in the center of Eurasia and
is the intersection of transit transportation lines. Its location advantage is crucial to
the implementation of the "Belt and Road" initiative. How to avoid the negative
impact of the Ukrainian crisis in the "Belt and Road" layout and further deepen the
foreign trade relations between China and Ukraine needs to be further explored.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Analysis of recent research
and publications. The problems of economic and trade relations between Ukraine
and China researched many scientists. Zhu Haihua [1] conducted an in-depth
analysis of the global food supply chain security issues under the Ukrainian crisis in
the countries along the "Belt and Road"; Chiron [2], in his graduation thesis, focused
on the countermeasures of China-Ukraine economic and trade cooperation; Zhang
Yicheng and Zhou Xingyu [3] studied the trade exploration between China and
Ukraine under the "Belt and Road" initiative; Yao Chenmin, Wang Yun and Xu
Xingkai [4] conducted in-depth research on the development dynamics and
countermeasures of China-Ukraine agricultural product trade under the "Belt and
Road" initiative; Ostap Fedyshyn focused on Ukraine's participation, opportunities,

challenges and prospects in the Belt and Road led by China; Wang Xia and Su Shijie
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focused on the effectiveness, problems and countermeasures of the China-Europe
Express in promoting high-level opening up; Yan Shaojun mainly studied the impact
of the Ukrainian crisis on the "Belt and Road" and China's response strategy.

Identification of Unresolved Aspects of the General Problem. The China—
Ukraine foreign trade cooperation within the framework of the Belt and Road
Initiative holds significant strategic and economic value, providing opportunities for
bilateral growth through infrastructure development, agricultural collaboration, and
industrial integration. However, several unresolved issues persist in the current
model of cooperation, which limit its potential and practical implementation. One
such problem is the absence of a comprehensive risk management mechanism that
could mitigate the effects of geopolitical instability, such as the ongoing Ukrainian
crisis. This gap leaves large-scale joint projects vulnerable to disruption and
threatens the sustainability of long-term economic collaboration.

The aim of the article. The purpose of this article is to provide a
comprehensive analysis of the current state, challenges, and prospects of foreign
trade cooperation between China and Ukraine within the context of the Belt and
Road Initiative. The focus is placed on examining the dynamics of bilateral trade
from 2015 to 2023, assessing the resource potential of Ukraine and other
participating countries in the initiative, and identifying the main barriers hindering
further economic interaction. To achieve this goal, the article sets out the following
objectives: to analyze the dynamics and structure of trade turnover between China
and Ukraine, taking into account key commodity groups and changes in the external
economic environment; to identify the factors that facilitate or hinder the
development of bilateral trade; to study Ukraine’s potential as a logistics and
infrastructure hub within the Belt and Road framework; to outline promising areas
of cooperation in agriculture, industry, energy, transportation, and digital trade; and

to develop specific proposals aimed at strengthening the strategic partnership
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between China and Ukraine based on the principles of mutual benefit, economic
efficiency, and sustainable development.

Presentation of the main material. China and Ukraine are important
economic and trade partners of each other and enjoy a sound foundation for bilateral
economic and trade cooperation. Since the establishment of diplomatic ties more
than 30 years ago, China-Ukraine economic and trade relations have maintained a
momentum of steady development, especially with their rapid development in recent
7 years. Since the implementation of the "Belt and Road" initiative, the foreign trade
cooperation between China and Ukraine has shown a significant growth trend, which
1s embodied in the continuous increase of trade volume and the optimization of trade
structure. From 2015 to 2022, the total import and export trade between China and
Ukraine increased from us $7.07 billion to US $19.1 billion. At the same time,
China's exports to Ukraine and imports from Ukraine also increased, nearly three
times, Ukraine in 2015,2020,2021,2022 trade surplus with China, while China in
2016 to 2019 maintain high surplus, trade surplus fluctuated during this period but
the overall upward trend. This shows that Ukraine's export capacity to the Chinese
market is increasing. Although the trade surplus between Ukraine and China is
generally on the rise, the annual fluctuations also reflect some uncertainties in the
trade relationship between the two countries, such as changes in the global economic
environment and regional political risks. In terms of the composition of trade
between China and Ukraine, export commodities are mainly concentrated in high
value-added products such as machinery and equipment, electrical appliances and
textiles, while imported commodities are mainly agricultural products, metal
minerals and chemical products. This trade structure not only reflects the
complementarity of the two countries in the stage of economic development and
industrial structure, but also reflects the deepening of China-Ukraine cooperation

under the Belt and Road Initiative.
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In order to further analyze the composition of China-Ukraine trade and its
changing trend, we can divide the data into two stages for comparative analysis:
2015-2019 and 2020-2022. In the previous stage, the total import and export trade
between China and Ukraine increased from us $7.07 billion to US $9.69 billion, with
an average annual growth rate of about 7%. During this period, China's exports to
Ukraine grew from $3.51 billion to US $7.39 billion, with an average annual growth
rate of nearly 8%. The main feature of this stage is a steady increase in the export
share of high value-added products such as machinery, equipment and electrical
appliances, while imports of basic raw materials such as agricultural products and
metal mines have also increased. Since 2020, the trade between China and Ukraine
has continued to maintain steady growth, with the total import and export trade
increasing from US $14.87 billion to US $19.17 billion in 2021. In 2022, due to the
decline due to the global epidemic, but the average annual growth rate was a large
range. At this stage, although machinery and electrical appliances remained the main
commodities of Chinese exports to Ukraine, the export volume of textiles also
increased. In terms of imports, imports of chemical products have increased
significantly, indicating that Ukraine's demand for high value-added chemical
products is increasing year by year.

In addition, through the analysis of the proportion of exports and imports, it
can be found that in recent years, Ukraine's exports to China are basically stable at
about 50%. This stable proportion relationship indicates that China and Ukraine are
highly interdependent in trade cooperation, and also reflects the deep development
of foreign trade cooperation between the two countries under the framework of the
Belt and Road Initiative.

In general, driven by the Belt and Road Initiative, China-Ukraine foreign trade
cooperation has not only achieved significant growth in trade volume, but also

shown complementarity and diversification in trade structure (table 1). This has laid
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a solid foundation for further deepening China-Ukraine economic and trade

cooperation and promoting the common economic development of the two countries.

Table 1

Trade volume and composition between China and Ukraine over the years

(US $10,000)
Total Ukraine
Imports mainly Ukraine mainly
export- Exports Trade Expor .
Year import to China from surplus s exports imports
VOEJ me China urp Chinese Chinese goods
goods
2015 | 707151.1 | 355579.8 | 3515713 | 4008.5 50.2%
2016 | 671102.4 | 2490795 | 422022.9 | -172943.4 |37.1%
2017 | 738028.7 | 233964.2 | 504064.5 | -270100.3 |31.7% | Mechanical
equipment
2018 | 966353.2 | 264503 | 7018502 | -4373472 | 37.7% | #nd Agricultural
electrical products, metal
2019 | 1190858. 1 150000.9 | 739957.4 | -280056.5 | 37.894 | 2PPliances | ore, - chemical
4 Mechanical | products
1487976. equipment,
2020 |, 800175.2 | 687801 1123742 | 53.7% | qoxgiles
2021 | 1917889 | 977446 | 940443 | 37003 50.9%
2022 | 764391 | 434923 | 329468 105455 | 56.9%

Source: compiled by the author based on [5]

The Ukraine crisis has seriously affected the important layout of China's "Belt

and Road Initiative in the Eurasian continent. Ukraine is located in the center of the

Eurasian continent and is the intersection point of transit transport lines. Its

geographical advantages are crucial to the implementation of the "One Belt One

Road" initiative [1]. However, the Ukraine crisis has brought trade between China

and Ukraine to a standstill, affecting previous cooperation projects in areas such as

infrastructure construction and modern agriculture. This has not only directly

hindered the deepening of trade and investment between China and Ukraine, but also
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disrupted the overall layout of the " One Belt One Road Initiative on the Eurasian
continent. As an important country along the Belt and Road, Ukraine occupies a key
position in China's land route to the European market. China and Ukraine have
always maintained a sound strategic partnership and accelerated the alignment of the
"One Belt One Road" construction with Ukraine's domestic development strategy,
which has laid a solid foundation for deepening bilateral economic and trade
cooperation [6]. But the Ukraine crisis has brought the process to an abrupt halt.
Ukraine's railways, roads, ports and other infrastructure were badly damaged, and
the otherwise normal logistics routes were disrupted. As a result, many Chinese
enterprises in Ukraine are facing the dilemma of shutdown, some enterprises are
even forced to withdraw, and bilateral trade is nearly suspended.

According to the statistics of the General Administration of Customs of China,
from January to July 2022, the trade volume between China and Ukraine decreased
by 45.7% year on year to 6.57 billion dollars, among which China's exports to
Ukraine fell by 47.6% to 5.28 billion dollars, and imports from Ukraine decreased
by 38.1% to 1.29 billion US dollars!?. Since the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis,
Ukraine's maritime ports and major inland infrastructure have been severely
damaged, causing trade activity to nearly stall. As an important member of the "One
Belt And One Road" initiative, Ukraine is a prominent transportation hub and plays
an important role in china-Europe land-sea combined transport. However, the
continuation of the crisis has not only led to the halt of bilateral trade between China
and Ukraine, but also seriously hindered the advance of the Belt and Road Initiative
in the European direction [1].

From the perspective of specific industries, the interruption of trade between
China and Ukraine has had a direct impact on some industries in China. Taking
agricultural products as an example, Ukraine is an important grain producer and

exporter in the world. In 2021, its corn exports to China reached 8.39 million tons,
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accounting for 29.6% of China's total corn imports. The war led to the blockade of
Ukraine's ports, which seriously affected its export of agricultural products and
directly affected China's grain import channels!?). In addition, Ukraine is also an
important supplier of iron ore to China, exporting 32.73 million tons of iron ore and
concentrate to China in 2021, accounting for 3.3% of China's total imports. In the
wake of the war, the volatility of China's iron ore imports [1].

In addition to trade, China-Ukraine cooperation in infrastructure
construction has also been hit hard. In recent years, Chinese enterprises have actively
participated in Ukraine's infrastructure construction, including ports, railways, roads
and other fields. However, the outbreak of the war led to the shutdown of projects
under construction and the evacuation of personnel, causing heavy losses to related
enterprises. According to incomplete statistics, the contract value of China Road and
Bridge (Joint Stock) Co., Ltd. in Ukraine is more than 600 million US dollars,
involving railways, roads, ports and other fields [3]. The stagnation of the war
brought huge economic losses to enterprises and also affected the infrastructure
cooperation process between China and Ukraine under the framework of the Belt
and Road Initiative.

In general, bilateral trade between China and Ukraine has stalled and key
cooperation projects have been interrupted, which has brought heavy losses to the
economic development and business operations of both countries. As an important
participant in the Belt and Road Initiative, Ukraine has an important strategic
position in the economic and trade exchanges between China and Europe. However,
the damage to infrastructure and trade disruption caused by the crisis have not only
affected bilateral relations, but also hindered the smooth progress of the One Belt
One Road initiative to a certain extent.

China-Ukraine foreign trade cooperation enjoys broad prospects. In recent

years, the foreign trade cooperation between China and Ukraine has become
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increasingly close, and there is huge potential for economic and trade exchanges
between the two countries. In particular, the proposal of the Belt and Road Initiative
has opened up new space and opportunities for China-Ukraine cooperation. Ukraine
is located at the intersection of the Eurasian continent, occupying a strategic place
in the "One Belt And One Road" layout. The high complementarity of the economic
structure has also injected strong impetus into bilateral trade cooperation [1]. Visible
from Fig.1, Ukraine maintains a very good foreign trade growth in recent years, has
a good trade future, especially in 2021, the import and export trade reached a record
high of $1917889 million, in many eastern European countries, Ukraine and China's
foreign trade growth most rapidly, but obviously since the war crisis in 2022, the
bilateral trade decline seriously, this is most obviously affected in many eastern
European countries.
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Fig. 1. Total import and export volume of Ukraine and its surrounding Belt and Road
participating countries with China (US $10,000)
Source: compiled by the author based on [5]
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Despite the impact of the Ukraine crisis and the economic and trade relations
between China and Ukraine have been impacted to a certain extent, the prospects of
foreign trade cooperation are still broad in the long run. Ukraine has developed high-
end industries such as aerospace, machinery manufacturing and shipbuilding, as well
as rich mineral and agricultural resources, all of which are well complementary to
China's industrial structure [1].The "Belt and Road" initiative provides an important
platform for the two sides to deepen practical cooperation, and Chinese enterprises
can take advantage of this opportunity to increase investment in Ukraine, participate
in Ukraine's infrastructure construction, and help Ukraine enhance its industrial
competitiveness.

At the same time, Ukraine, as an important agricultural exporter, exports a
large number of grain crops to China every year. In the context of the current global
food crisis, strengthening agricultural cooperation between China and Ukraine is of
great significance to ensuring the food security of countries along the Belt and Road
[6]. China can make use of its rich agricultural technology and financial advantages
to help Ukraine improve the efficiency of agricultural production, increase grain
production, and assist Ukrainian agricultural products to enter the Chinese market
and expand sales channels. This will not only help ease the food pressure on
countries along the Belt and Road, but also provide new growth points for Ukraine's
economic recovery. At the same time, Ukraine will make a great contribution to the
UN 2030 vision and enhance its influence on the international stage.

In general, there is still great potential for cooperation between China and
Ukraine. The "Belt and Road" initiative has opened up broad space for china-
Ukraine foreign trade cooperation. The two sides should take this opportunity to
deepen practical cooperation based on their respective advantages and jointly push

china-Ukraine economic and trade relations to a new level. This will not only serve
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the fundamental interests of the two countries, but also inject new vitality into the
Belt and Road initiative.

Since the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis in February 2022, Ukraine's economy
has been hit hard, and its agricultural production has also encountered great
difficulties.

China can negotiate with Romania, Bulgaria and other countries to use their
ports to transfer Ukraine's food, and open up the Black Sea-Mediterranean food
corridor. At the same time, China should use the China-Europe freight train passing
through Kazakhstan to transport its Black Sea grain to the Central Asian countries
[6]. China can also sign a food purchase agreement with Ukraine to give priority to
its food purchase in the post-war reconstruction, help it restore agricultural
production and enhance its food supply capacity. In addition, China can make use of
the "Belt and Road" agricultural cooperation mechanism to provide agricultural
material assistance to Ukraine, and send agricultural experts to Ukraine to exchange
advanced agricultural technologies and improve its grain yield per unit area [6]. It is
foreseeable that under the guidance of the Belt and Road Initiative, China-Ukraine
food cooperation has great potential and will help to push bilateral relations to a new
level.

The financing channels provided by the Belt and Road Initiative can effectively
improve Ukraine's infrastructure construction and further deepen the cooperation
between China and Ukraine in the economic and trade fields [1].

First, the financing mechanism of the " One Belt One Road Initiative can
provide sufficient financial support for Ukraine's infrastructure construction. China
has set up financial institutions such as the Silk Road Fund and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank to provide a long-term and stable source of funds for
infrastructure development in countries along the Belt and Road. China's financing

support for Ukraine through the Belt and Road Initiative can accelerate the
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modernization of Ukraine's infrastructure and enhance its economic status and
competitiveness in the region.

Secondly, Chinese companies can actively participate in Ukraine's
infrastructure construction and bring advanced technology and management
experience to Ukraine. Participating in major infrastructure projects in Ukraine will
not only help improve the overall level of Ukraine's infrastructure, but also open up
a vast overseas market for Chinese equipment manufacturing, engineering
construction and other industries [6]. China and Ukraine can strengthen policy
alignment and mutual recognition of standards in infrastructure planning,
construction and operation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative.In
the future, with the deepening of the Belt and Road Initiative, China-Ukraine
infrastructure cooperation will unleash greater development potential and inject new
impetus into the process of regional economic integration.

Ukraine has a superior geographical position, is at the strategic juncture of the
East and the West, and plays an important pivotal role in the Belt and Road Initiative.
Ukraine is one of the largest European countries, bordering Belarus in the north,
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Moldova in the west, the Black Sea in the
south and Russia in the east. It is a transportation hub connecting the Eurasian
continent. Ukraine has seven important ports, which are very convenient by land,
sea and air. It receives more than 100 million tons of transit cargo through Ukraine
every year. Ukraine borders 14 countries, including seven EU member states, with
the longest EU border [1; 6]. By strengthening cooperation with Ukraine, China can
access the EU market more efficiently and easily.

Ukraine plays an irreplaceable role in the connectivity between China and
Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East. The strengthened cooperation between
China and Ukraine will help to open up the main transport artery for China to Europe

through Central Asia, the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea. Ukraine can become a
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distribution center for Chinese goods to enter the European market, or as a transit
station for European goods to enter the Chinese market. After China's Belt and Road
Initiative was put forward, China and Ukraine attach great importance to the synergy
and cooperation of their development strategies, and Ukraine has actively responded
to the Belt and Road Initiative. In 2017, the Chinese and Ukrainian governments
signed the cooperation plan for the Belt and Road cooperation, making Ukraine an
important country in the Belt and Road cooperation [1]. China and Ukraine should
take the signing of the cooperation plan as an opportunity to formulate feasible action
plans, refine key cooperation areas and cooperation projects, and push for
substantive progress in the joint construction of the Belt and Road initiative.

The focus of the Belt and Road Initiative between China and Ukraine should
be on building transport infrastructure and improving the connectivity of railways,
highways and ports. Ukraine is an important route of land trade between China and
Europe, but limited by backward infrastructure, it is far from meeting the needs of
trade and transportation. Chinese enterprises can participate in the construction of
the Kiev-Lviv high-speed railway project under construction in Ukraine, open up the
high-speed passenger channel connecting the capital Kiev and the western gateway
city of Lviv, and create conditions for connecting the European high-speed rail
network in the future. China can also help build ports along the Black Sea and the
Azov Sea of Ukraine to improve their handling capacity. In addition, in the field of
highway construction, Chinese companies can provide Ukraine with advanced
highway planning, design and construction technology to help them improve road
access [1]. Through the connectivity of transportation infrastructure, we will give
full play to Ukraine's geographical advantages and hub role, which will surely
strongly promote China-Ukraine economic and trade cooperation.

In short, Ukraine occupies a very important strategic position in the "Belt and

Road" Initiative. Fully synergizing the Belt and Road Initiative and strengthening
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cooperation in infrastructure development are the key to deepening China-Ukraine
economic and trade cooperation. China and Ukraine should seize the historical
opportunity of jointly building the Belt and Road, carry out more fruitful practical
cooperation based on their respective comparative advantages, so as to play a bigger
role in the overall situation of the Belt and Road Initiative and achieve mutual benefit
and common development.

With the deepening of economic and trade cooperation between China and
Ukraine in priority areas, the "Belt and Road" initiative provides good opportunities
for the growth of china-Ukraine trade. Bilateral trade between China and Ukraine is
highly complementary in agriculture, machinery manufacturing, energy and other
fields [1]. Ukraine has fertile black land and rich export potential of agricultural
products, while China has advantages in agricultural technology, agricultural
machinery and so on. Through the "One Belt One Road" initiative, China can
provide financial and technical support for Ukraine's agricultural modernization, and
help Ukraine improve its agricultural production efficiency and product quality, so
as to expand the export of Ukraine's agricultural products to China [1]. At the same
time, China can also import more high-quality agricultural products from Ukraine to
meet the domestic market demand.

In the field of machinery manufacturing, Ukraine has advanced aerospace
technology and military industry base, while China is a world leader in high-speed
rail and communication equipment. The two sides can strengthen industrial
cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, promote
technological exchanges and transfer, and complement each other's strengths [1]. As
shown in Fig. 2, Ukraine labor population and surrounding "area" participants, has
significant advantages, in 2021, Ukraine labor population reached 20299619 people,
1s many neighboring countries labor population around 4 times, Chinese enterprises

can take advantage of Ukraine technology and human resources, investment in
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Ukraine, the production of high value-added products, enhance industrial
competitiveness. Ukrainian companies can make use of China's capital and market

advantages to expand their production scale and enter a broader international market.
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Fig. 2. Labor force population (people) of Ukraine and the belt and Road Initiative
over the years

Source: compiled by the author based on [7]

In the field of energy, Ukraine is rich in traditional energy resources such as
coal and natural gas, while China is in the international leading level in new energy
technology and clean coal technology. Through the Belt and Road cooperation,
China can provide Ukraine with advanced energy development and utilization
technologies, and help Ukraine to improve its energy efficiency and reduce
environmental pollution [1]. At the same time, China can also import more high-
quality energy products from Ukraine to ensure its domestic energy security. The
two sides can also cooperate in the field of new energy, jointly develop renewable
energy projects such as wind and solar energy, and promote the optimization and

upgrading of the energy mix.
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In addition, China and Ukraine can also carry out multi-level and wide-
ranging cooperation in infrastructure construction, financial services and cultural
tourism. By jointly building a modern industrial park, the two sides can provide
better platforms and conditions for enterprise cooperation and attract more
enterprises to participate in the construction of the Belt and Road Initiative [1].
Chinese financial institutions can provide more financing support to Ukraine to help
it improve its investment environment and defuse its debt risks. The two sides can
also strengthen people-to-people exchanges, promote cultural and tourism
cooperation and enhance friendship to the people.

In short, the "Belt and Road" initiative has provided broad space and
development opportunities for China-Ukraine economic and trade cooperation. The
two sides should seize the opportunity, give full play to their respective strengths,
deepen practical cooperation in priority areas such as agriculture, manufacturing and
energy, and upgrade trade and investment. At the same time, the two sides should
also actively expand new areas of cooperation, innovate models of cooperation, and
achieve mutual benefit and common development. It is believed that through the
Belt and Road Initiative, the economic and trade relations between China and
Ukraine will surely reach a new level and bring more benefits to the two peoples.

As an important participant in the Belt and Road Initiative, Ukraine has a
sound industrial base and human resources advantages. Actively promoting the joint
construction of modern industrial parks in Ukraine is an important opportunity for
China and Ukraine to deepen industrial cooperation. As shown in Fig.3., compared
with neighboring countries, Ukraine's industrial added value accounts for a very low
proportion of GDP, maintaining at about 20% all the year round. In 2022, its
industrial added value accounted for only 19.24% of GDP, which is 10 percentage
points lower than that of the leading countries Romania and Poland [9]. As a regional

power, Ukraine is in urgent need of rapid industrial development. In recent years,
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the Ukrainian government has actively participated in the "Belt and Road" initiative
and is committed to promote the modernization of its entire industrial categories.
China is the country with the most complete industrial categories in the world and
the most successful industrialization process in the past half century. China and

Ukraine have great space for cooperation in the development of industrialization.
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Fig. 3. Over the years, the industrial added value of Ukraine and its surrounding 'Belt
and Road" participating countries in the GDP is (%)
Source: compiled by the author based on [7]

The construction of the China-Ukraine Industrial Park aims to promote in-
depth cooperation in equipment manufacturing, new materials and
electromechanical integration, and is committed to building a new model of
coordinated development of the industrial chain between China and Ukraine [6]. The
industrial park will focus on introducing leading enterprises in China's equipment
manufacturing, new materials, mechatronics and other fields, and attract a number
of local supporting enterprises to enter the park, forming an upstream and

downstream industrial chain, and creating a demonstration platform for the deep
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integration of "Made in China" and "Intelligent manufacturing in Ukraine". The park
will also give full play to the complementary advantages of the two countries, and
promote the effective docking of China's technology, equipment and management
experience with Ukraine's resources, talents and market advantages, so as to achieve
mutual benefit and win-win results [1].

Specifically, the construction of the industrial park will focus on high-end
equipment manufacturing, new materials, electromechanical integration and other
key areas. In the field of high-end equipment manufacturing, we will focus on
introducing China's leading enterprises in construction machinery, agricultural
machinery, electric power equipment and other fields, and promote all-round
cooperation with Ukrainian enterprises in manufacturing and technology research
and development. In the field of new materials, we will focus on introducing China's
industry leaders in special alloys, functional ceramics, polymer materials and other
aspects, and promote the local layout of key links in the industrial chain such as raw
material processing and product manufacturing in Ukraine. In the field of
mechatronics, we will focus on introducing Chinese leading enterprises in industrial
automation, intelligent manufacturing, robotics and other aspects to help realize the
transformation and upgrading of Ukraine's manufacturing industry. In addition, the
park will also vigorously develop modern service industry, focusing on the
introduction of logistics, finance, research and development, testing and certification
and other supporting institutions, to provide enterprises with quality and efficient
service support for enterprises. By creating a three-dimensional development pattern
of "hardware + software", "online + offline" and "headquarters + base", the park will
become an innovation highland to drive the deep industrial integration of China and
Ukraine and enhance the industrial competitiveness.

The modern industrial park jointly built by China and Ukraine is an important

platform for promoting production capacity cooperation under the framework of the
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Belt and Road Initiative, which 1s of great significance to deepening practical
cooperation between the two countries and achieving mutual benefit and win-win
results. The construction of the industrial park will not only help China's advanced
production capacity and high-quality equipment to go global, and help Ukraine's
industrial transformation and upgrading, but also set an example of production
capacity cooperation for countries along the Belt and Road, and contribute to the
building of a community with a shared future for mankind.

Ukraine covers an area of 603,700 square kilometers, which is rich in land
resources and has a high degree of agricultural modernization. The characteristics of
Ukrainian agriculture include: fertile land, black soil for 44% of the total area, soil
organic matter content up to 4% -6%; abundant photothermal resources, annual
sunshine time of 2200-2400 hours, plant growth period of 180-200 days; abundant
precipitation, annual average precipitation of 400-650 mm. Under these natural
advantages, Ukraine is self-sufficient in grain, ranks first in the world in grain output,
and is one of the major exporters of agricultural products [6].

As shown in Fig.4., over the years the added value of Ukrainian agriculture
GDP proportion perennial remain high in many eastern European countries, the
added value of agricultural GDP in perennial above 10%, is the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Romania, Slovenia and other countries 3 to 5 times, as an agricultural
power, the agricultural plays a very important role in the gross national product,

agricultural development potential is huge.
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Fig. 4. Over the years, the agricultural added value of Ukraine and its neighboring
participating countries accounted for GDP (%)

Source: compiled by the author based on [7]

In 2021, Ukraine's total grain production reached 80.75 million tons, including
32.9 million tons of wheat, 9.6 million tons of barley and 40.2 million tons of corn.
Wheat and barley production ranked seventh in the world and fifth in corn
production. Ukraine exported 32.53 million tons of grain, accounting for 12 percent
of global grain exports, making it the world's fourth largest grain exporter. However,
there is still a big gap between Ukraine and that of Western European countries. In
2021, the yield of wheat, barley and corn in Ukraine was 4.65 tons / ha, 4.16 tons /
ha and 7.54 tons / ha respectively, while the yield of French wheat, barley and corn
was 7.14 tons / ha, 6.36 tons / ha and 8.84 tons / ha respectively [9]. It can be seen
that Ukraine has improved agricultural output by introducing advanced agricultural
technology and increasing agricultural input.

China has advanced agricultural technology and rich experience in

agricultural investment, while Ukraine has high-quality land resources and

International Scientific Journal “Internauka”. Series: “Economic Sciences”
https.//doi.org/10.25313/2520-2294-2025-4




International Scientific Journal “Internauka”. Series: “Economic Sciences”
https.//doi.org/10.25313/2520-2294-2025-4

agricultural foundation, showing huge potential for agricultural cooperation between
the two countries. On the one hand, China can exchange advanced agricultural
planting, irrigation and mechanization technology to improve the efficiency of
Ukrainian agricultural production; on the other hand, Chinese enterprises can invest
in modern farms in Ukraine to promote the upgrading of Ukrainian agricultural
industry [6].

In the process of promoting China-Ukraine agricultural cooperation, it is
necessary to respect Ukrainian sovereignty, abide by relevant laws and regulations
of Ukraine, pay attention to domestic changes in Ukraine and prevent political risks;
pay attention to environmental protection and avoid to cause damage to the
ecological environment in Ukraine; strengthen communication and coordination
with Ukraine and establish a mutually beneficial cooperative relationship. As long
as the two sides follow the principle of equality, mutual benefit and common
development, China-Ukraine agricultural cooperation will surely produce fruitful
results and set an example for the "One Belt And One Road" agricultural cooperation.

Conclusions. From the perspective of the "One Belt and One Road" initiative,
this paper discusses the current situation, opportunities and challenges of foreign
trade cooperation between China and Ukraine. Through the statistical analysis of the
bilateral trade data between China and Ukraine from 2015 to 2023 (some data are
missing), it i1s found that the total trade volume of the two countries shows a trend of
increasing fluctuation, and the trade structure between China and Ukraine is highly
complementary, which lays a good foundation for the deepening of trade cooperation
between the two sides.

However, China-Ukraine trade and economy still faces many challenges.
War conflict is one of the important factors affecting bilateral trade. After the
outbreak of the Ukraine crisis, the domestic situation in Ukraine was in turmoil, the

economy fell into recession, the trade volume with China declined sharply, and the
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economic risks cannot be ignored. In addition, backward infrastructure, poor
investment and financing channels, and imperfect legal system and other factors also
restricted the in-depth development of China-Ukraine economic and trade
cooperation to some extent.

Nevertheless, the Belt and Road Initiative has brought new opportunities for
China-Ukraine economic and trade cooperation. Ukraine is located at a key node of
the Eurasian Land Bridge, with prominent geographical advantages and plays a
unique role in the construction of the Belt and Road Initiative. Under the framework
of the Belt and Road Initiative, China-Ukraine foreign trade cooperation has great
potential and broad prospects. The two sides should seize the historical opportunity,
focus on unimpeded trade, focus on production capacity cooperation, deepen
practical cooperation in an all-round way, build a strategic partnership of mutual
benefit and common development, and make positive contributions to the building

of a community with a shared future for mankind.
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