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Summary. The article gives the academic and methodological features of
teaching and learning environmental law in Ukraine. The main focus of attention is

on analysis of methods, techniques and means of teaching (considering the
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author’s 25-year work experience as a university professor) used for giving
lectures, seminars and supervising students’ individual work.

The problems of studying environmental law in Ukraine include: a heavy
curriculum; a small number of credits; a vast number of laws of different legal
force; constant changes in legislation, emergence of new branches of
environmental law; the necessity of at least basic understanding of fundamental
environmental categories, etc. A major problem with teaching environmental law is
students’ lack of interest in studying it.

Throughout the years of teaching environmental law, the author has
developed her own approach to delivering lectures. The above-mentioned objective
factors do not allow for elaborating on all the environmental laws during lectures.
The main objective of lectures is to develop students’ legal environmental
awareness, their knowledge of the system, structure, and development prospects of
Ukrainian environmental legislation, their understanding of the ultimate aim of
legal environmental regulation and the “spirit” of the law. In-depth study of
environmental law during tutorials can be achieved by using various interactive
methods of teaching: business games, brainstorming, “case-tasks”, discussions,
simulations, analysis of specific situations, etc. It is important to understand the
complexity of the interaction between environmental and economic interests in
society, its conflict-based nature, and the necessity to reach a sensible compromise
between the economic interests of industrial enterprises and the environmental
interests of certain individuals, groups or society.

Key words: environmental law in Ukraine, teaching, learning, teaching

methodology, lectures, seminars.

Anomauis. B cmammi  npedocmasneni  HayK080-MemoOON02IUHI

Xapakmepucmuku B8U8YeHHs eKoo2iuHo20 npasa 6 Yxpaini. OcHogHy Yyeazy
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npuodineHo amanizy memoois, Npuliomie ma 3acodié SUKIA0AYbKOI OisIbHOCMI
(30Kkpema, 3 Ypaxy8amHsAM O08AOYAMUN SMUPIYHO2O BUKIAOAYLKO20 O00CBI0Y
asmopa) 6 npoyeci YUMAHHA JNeKYil, NPOBeOeHHs CEMIHAPCbKUX 3aHAMb ma
opeaHizayii camocmitinoi pobomu cmyoeHmia.

IIpobnemnumu acnekmamu GuUB4YEHHS eKOJIO2IUHO20 npasa 6 Ykpaiui €
BENUKULL 00Cs2 NPOSPAMOBO20 MAMePIANy; HeBeNUKa KLIbKiCmb 200UH, 8i08€0€HUX
HA OUCYUNIHY, 3HAYHUL MACUE 3AKOHOOA8YUX AKMIE PI3HOI I0PUOUYHOI CUNU;
NOCMIUHI 3MIHU 3AKOHOOABCMEA, NOSABA HOBUX THCMUMYMIB, HeoOXiOHiCmb Xoua 6
MIHIMANILHO20 PO3YMIHHA 0A308UX NPUPOOHUYUX Kamezopiti mowjo. Cymmesoro
npooaemoro 01l NPpaKmuku BUKIAOAHHS eKOJ02IYHO20 Npasa € BIOCYMHICHb
3aYiKaABIeHOCMI CMyO0eHmie y 8USUeHHI Yici 2any3i.

3a poku euknadaHHs 6 aemopa BUpPOOUBCs BAACHUU NIOXI0 00 NOOAHHS
nekyiunozo mamepiany. OCHOBHUM 3A80AHHAM JeKYil € (POPMYBAHHS eKOJ020-
npasogo2o Cceimo2niady CmyoOeHmis, pPO3VMIHHA HUMU KIHYe80i Memu eKoJ020-
npasoBo2o pe2ynio8aHts, 3HAHHA CUCMEMU, CMPYKMypu, I€papxiunoi no6yoosu
VKDPAIHCbKO20 —€eKOJIO2IUHO20 3AKOHO0A8CMBA, U020 NEPCNeKMUBHUX HANPAMIG
PO3BUMKY, PO3YMIHHS HEe MAK «OYK8U» AK «0YXy» eKoNo2iuHux 3akonis. Iloenubdnene
BUBUEHHS €KO0JI020-NPABOSUX HOPM 6 Npoyeci NpaKmuyHux 3aHAms nepeddbauae
8NPOBAOINHCEHHS DISHOMAHIMHUX CYUACHUX [HMEPAKMUBHUX MemOOi8 BUKIAOAHHA:
0iNoGi iepu; MO3KO8I WMypMu, Kelc-3a80aHHS,; HABUAIbHI OUCKYCIL; CUMYAAYIi,
po30ip  KoHkpemHux cumyayii. Baowciuso posymimu  ckiaoHicmv NUMAHHS
63A€MO0II eKOJIO2IUHUX | eKOHOMIYHUX IHmepecié CYCcniibcmed, ii KOH@IIKMHULL
xapakmep ma HeoOXIOHICMb 3a0e3NeUeHHsT PO3YMHO20 KOMNPOMICY — MidiC
KOMEPYIUHUMU, 20CNOO0APCLKUMU — [HMepecamu NPOMUCIOBUX NIONPUEMCME |
EKON02IYHUMU THMepecamu OKpemux 1ooell, ix 2pyn Yu CycnilbCmea 8 Yiiomy.

Knwuosi cnoea: exonociune npageo Yxpaiuu, 6uKia0aHHs, BUBUEHHS,

MemoouKa BUKIAOAHHS, TeKYil, CeMIHAPCbKI 3AHAMMAL.
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Annomayus. B cmamve npedcmasienvl  HAYYHO-MEMOO0I02UHECKUEe
Xapakmepucmuky uzyueHuss dKono2udeckoeo npasea 6 Ykpaune. OcHosHoe
BHUMAHUE YOeleHO AHAIU3Y Memo008, NPUeMo8 U CPeoCms NpenooasamenbCcKoll
desimenvHoCcmu (8 uacmuocmu, cC  yuemom  08a0YAMUNAMUTEMHESO
npenooasamesbCcko2o ONblMa A8mopa) 6 npoyecce YmeHus JeKYull, NPo8eoeHUs
CEMUHAPCKUX 3AHAMULL U OP2AHUAYUU CAMOCMOSMENbHOU pabomvl CIYOeHmO8.

IIpobnemnvimu acnekmamu u3yueHuss dK0102U4ecKo2o npasa 6 Ykpauwe
a61emcst 00IbUWOoU 00beM NPOSPAMMHO20 MAMepuand, Heboabuloe KOJIUYeCnEo
Yacos, OMEEOCHHLIX HA OUCYUNIUHY, 3HAYUMETbHbIL MACCUE 3AKOHOOAMENbHbIX
aKmo8  PasziuyHoll IOpUOUYECKOU CUbL; NOCMOosIHHbLE U3MeHeHUs
3aKOHO0AMeNbCMEd, NOSGIeHUE HOBbIX UHCIUMYMOS, HeoOXo0umMocms xoms 0bl
MUHUMATIBHO20 ~ NOHUMAHUSL  OA308bIX  eCMECMBEHHbIX Kame2opuui U  M.n.
Cywecmeennotl npooaemotl 0 NPAKMuKU npenooasanuusi dK0102U4ecKkoeo npasd
ABNACNCA MAKHCE OMCYMCMBUE 3aUHMEPECOBAHHOCIU CMYOeHMO8 8 U3Y4eHUU
9MoU ompaciu.

3a 200vbl npenooasanusi 8 asmopa 8vlipaboOmMaics coOOCMEEHHbILL NO0X00 K
npeocmaesienuro 1ekyuonno2o mamepuaia. OcHO8HOU 3a0auell NeKyull s8/11emcs
Gdopmuposarue 3K01020-NPABOBOCO MUPOBO33PEHUSL CIYOEHMO8, NOHUMAHUE UMU
KOHEUHOU Yeu IKOI020-NPaso80o20 PecyauposaHnusl, 3HaAHUS CUCEMbL, CIPYKIMYPbl,
Uepapxu4ecKkoco NOCMpoeHus YKPAUHCKO20 3KOI0SUYECKO20 3AKOHOO0AmenbCmad,
€20 NepCcneKmMuBHbIX HanpasieHull pa3eumus, NOHUMAHUSL He CIMOJIbKO «DYK8bLY KaK
«OYXa» 9K0JI02UYECKUX 3AKOHO08. YanybieHnoe uzyuenue 3K01020-NPagosulx HOPM 8
npoyecce NpaAKMU4EeCKUxX 3aHAMuil npeoycmampusaem 6HeoOpeHue pasiudHbIX
COBDEMEHHbIX ~UHMEPAKMUBHBIX —MemOo008 Npenooasamnus: 0elogvle  UepPbl,
MO3208ble  WMYPMblL, KeUC-3a0anusi; yueOHvle OUCKYCCUU, CUMYTAYUU, pazoop
KOHKpemuulx  cumyayui.  Baoicno — nomumams  cnosxcHocms — eonpoca

83AUMOOCUCMBUSL IKOJIOCUUECKUX U IKOHOMUYECKUX unmepecoe 061/14667’}’16&, eco
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KOH@IUKMHBIL ~— Xapakmep U HeobXo0umMocms  0OecneueHus  pa3yMHO20
KOMAPOMUCCA —~ MeNHCOY  KOMMEPUECKUMU,  XO3AUCMEEHHbIMU — UHMepecamu
NPOMBIULIEHHBIX NPEeONPUAMULL U  IKOJIOSUYECKUMU UHMEPecamMu OmMOenlbHbIX
Jodetl, ux 2pynn uiu oouecmsa 8 yeiom.

Kntouesvie cnoea: »skonoeuueckoe npaso Ykpaunvl, npenodasanue,

usydeHue, Memoouxka npenodaeaﬂuﬂ, JeKyuu, CEMUHAPCKUE 3AHAMUA.

Environmental education plays a significant role nowadays. In the meantime,
the following statement appears to be valid: «the need for general environmental
scientists is limited» [1, p. 9]. Integration of environmental knowledge with
specialized competences, including legal ones, is of current importance.
Environmental law education «has to contribute to society’s understanding of
economic, environmental and social interdependence in order to arouse the feeling
of each person’s responsibility for resolving the problems of sustainable
development implementation» [2, p. 23].

The law curricula at Ukrainian universities provide for environmental law
knowledge to be acquired by students throughout the study of their major —
Environmental Law of Ukraine — as well as other environmental law elective
disciplines within the BL and ML programmes.

Analysis of the methodological guidelines of Environmental Law as an
academic discipline has to be conducted considering the following characteristics:

1) the place of a certain academic discipline in a law curriculum, a logical
link with other academic disciplines;

2) the content of a discipline and the number of academic hours assigned
to itin a curriculum;

3) methods, techniques and means of teaching.

International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/



International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"”
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/

Environmental Law of Ukraine as a branch of law and an academic
discipline is a successor to the corresponding system of norms and knowledge
established in the USSR. In the 1970s a new academic discipline — Legal
Environmental Protection — was introduced in the higher law educational
establishments of the Soviet Union which in the late 1980s transformed into
Environmental Law. Today Environmental Law of Ukraine is a constituent of the
academic training of students taking a bachelor’s degree in law. A departure from
the Soviet administrative-command system having the officially established
common approaches to the content, structure, number of hours, place in
curriculums for students majoring in a specific subject led to the autonomy and
freedom of higher educational establishments in defining the content and structure
of curriculums for law students. It, consequently, causes differences in studying
Environmental Law of Ukraine and other environmental law disciplines in the
higher law educational institutions of Ukraine.

It is certain that students’ mastery of environmental law is impossible
without their knowledge of basic law disciplines: legal theory, administrative law,
civil law, criminal law, legal proceedings, commercial law. Therefore, teaching this
subject deems appropriate in the first semester of year four or at least in the second
semester of year three. A survey of students from Precarpathian National
University, conducted after they finished studying Environmental Law of Ukraine,
also supported this conclusion.

Nowadays the teaching and learning of Environmental Law of Ukraine are
closely related to the reformation of the political and legal system in Ukraine, its
legislative system, higher education in general and higher legal education in
particular. The content of professional legal training is becoming more complex. It
is influenced by the expansion of the spheres of legal regulation, the formation of

new legal forms of regulation, integration and differentiation in the development of
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law, the multidisciplinarity of modern legal knowledge and so on. Over the last
years Ukraine has seen much discussion and heated debates on reforming higher
legal education. Under the reform in 2018 the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine ratified the Standard of Higher Education in specialty 081 “Law” in
subject area 08 “Law” for the first (bachelor’s) degree of higher education. Within
the system of the graduate’s general competences the Standard establishes «the
aspiration to preserve the environmenty, in the meantime emphasizing the ability
«to apply knowledge of the objectives, principles and doctrines of national law as
well as of the legislation at least on such branches of law as constitutional law,
administrative law and administrative procedural law, civil and civil procedural
law, criminal and criminal procedural law among specific (professional)
competences». A compulsory acquisition of competences in the field of
environmental law is omitted. It means that the question of the inclusion of the
plan, content, forms of control of the academic discipline “Environmental Law of
Ukraine” in the curriculum is again left to the discretion of each university.

The content of the academic discipline “Environmental Law of Ukraine”
reflects the corresponding branch of law. The modern environmental law in
Ukraine started to develop after the Law of Ukraine “On Environmental
Protection” was adopted in 1991. The Law established a completely different
approach to regulating environmental protection in comparison to Soviet traditions
[3, p. 9-15]. Since 1991 the rest of the environmental legislative acts of Ukraine
constituting the system of environmental legislation and representing the content of
the environmental law of Ukraine have been adopted. Nevertheless, scholars hold
different views on the system of environmental law. The most accepted is the
division of the subject of regulation into three groups of relations: natural resources
relations (concerning the rational use and protection of mineral resources, waters,

forests, flora and fauna), environmental protection relations (connected to the
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protection of biodiversity, certain natural regions) and environmental safety
relations (aimed at developing the mechanism for environmental protection, the
prevention of its damage and the emergence of danger to people’s health). Today
environmental law in Ukrainian academic literature covers an extensive range of
environmental issues — environmental rights, legal liability, environmental
protection from detrimental exposure, consequences of environmental emergencies,
the preservation of biodiversity, the legal regulation of the use of mineral resources,
forests, waters, flora and fauna, etc.

Such an extensive volume of legislative regulation that continues to change
and develop creates considerable difficulties for students who learn Environmental
Law of Ukraine. The survey showed that the major problem for students learning
the subject is a wide array of legislative acts to be analyzed. The limited lecture
time does not allow to interpret all (or at least most of) environmental legislative
acts in detail. The main objective of lectures is to develop students’ legal
environmental awareness, their knowledge of the system, structure and
development prospects of Ukrainian environmental legislation, their understanding
of the ultimate aim of legal environmental regulation and the “spirit” of the law.
«The aim of environmental law education is to teach students “management of
environmental law knowledge”, the skills of individual search, selection and
acquisition of information» [4, p. 13].

Over the last years a change of traditional approaches to teaching has been of
significant importance to Ukraine. The teaching process has to be dynamic, aimed
at searching for innovative, advanced, diverse methods, techniques and means
adapted for students with different abilities and focused on boosting students’
intellectual and creative activity, developing their theoretical thinking and
acquiring practical skills, fostering dialogue between the teacher and students. «The

strategic aim of reforming and modernizing higher education and science in

International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/



International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"”
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/

Ukraine is to create an efficient innovative educational environment in higher
educational establishments by promoting innovation, introducing the newest
technologies and models of learning» [5, p. 5].

As far back as fifty years ago R.C. Atkinson and R.N. Shiffrin, having
developed a theory of the three components of human memory [6, p. 89], proved
that the use of traditional (explanatory and illustrative) methods of teaching is
inefficient since they are mostly focused on memory, not thinking. In Ukrainian
pedagogical academic literature teaching method is defined as «a means of
cooperative activity between the teacher and the student, resulting in the latter
acquiring knowledge, learning skills, developing professional and intellectual abilities
for their future professiony [7, p. 9]. Traditionally, teaching methods are divided into
passive (when the teacher is the main actor who moderates classes where students
act as passive listeners) and active (the teacher and students interact with one
another, and students here are not passive listeners but active participants of the
teaching process). Nowadays there exists the absolute necessity of modifying
teaching methods by introducing methods of active teaching since the traditional
lecture- and seminar-based form of teacher-student interaction is inefficient which
IS substantiated.

Different factors have to be considered when using different teaching
methods (characterized by combinability and the eventual successful acquisition of
knowledge) in the course of teaching environmental law, such as the specifics of an
academic discipline; the competences required for future lawyers; students’
abilities, interest in the subject, level of training and so on. Let us look at them in
more detail, in the meantime illustrating the methods and techniques of teaching
applied by the author in her work as a university professor.

The efficiency of applying legal instruments in environmental protection

relations directly depends upon knowing both basic processes taking place in

International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/



International scientific journal "Internauka." Series: "Juridical Sciences"”
http://'www.inter-nauka.com/magazine/law/

natural systems and technical, organizational control procedures for the prevention
of an adverse impact on the environment and its individual components and,
therefore, understanding the content and achievements of natural sciences,
economy, technical sciences. «A comprehensive and full-fledged teaching of
environmental law is impossible without considering these factors» [8, p. 26]. In
2001 the Framework of Environmental Education was ratified in Ukraine. It stated
the obligatory «inclusion of the compulsory course “The Basics of Ecology” in all
the BL degree programmers». Nevertheless, most of the law departments did not
introduce the course referring to the absence of environmental law in the
curriculum.

An acceptable model for providing environmental education within law
degree programmers is «integration of specific environmental subjects as electives
within the Law degree taught only to law students» [9]. However, such a model is
unlikely to be introduced at Ukrainian law schools due to a limited number of
academic hours and lack of students’ interest in attending electives. Meanwhile, the
necessity to understand objective processes and relations formalized by legal norms
causes the need to interpret them (at least in general) at lectures on environmental
law. Drawing on personal experience, the best way to do it is by demonstrating
short videos. It can be, for instance, a video about the content of and interaction
between components of biodiversity (for the importance of its preservation); the
functioning of a single automated system for environmental monitoring; tours
around nature reserves (for example, a video about the biosphere reserve Askania-
Nova at the lecture on the legal framework for Ukrainian ecological network and
nature reserves) and so on. The use of TV-, video-, photo-, audio- and other
materials in the teaching process (the audio-visual method) boosts students’

cognitive activity, helps to maximize time.
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The teaching of environmental law is impossible only by analyzing and
interpreting formal legal sources (a body of law). The lecturer should have a good
command of the methodology of environmental law regulation, ideological and
philosophical issues of society-nature interaction. Modern environmental law
reflects the ideas and views of nature, standardizes people’s actions and behavior
towards nature. Interpretation of environmental legislation has to be based on such
principles as «constant inclusion of an individual into community activities aimed
at resolving environmental issues; the present generation’s fair responsibility for
environmental protection before future generations; the vitality (existence) of all
the elements of nature including harmonious human existence in nature» [10, p. 8].

The teaching of environmental law plays a significant role in developing
environmental culture, awareness, way of thinking. «Environmental knowledge and
knowledge of environmental legislation are elements of environmental culture as a
combination of different approaches to learning about nature from the point of view
of its value on spiritual (intellectual) and material (practical) levels as well as
elements of an environmental worldview» [11, p. 26]. The development in future
lawyers of a conscious, sensible, humane attitude to the environment influences the
development of the corresponding environmental law enforcement practice. This
aim is being achieved both directly during classes and in organizing extracurricular
activities. In the course of teaching environmental law, interpreting legislation,
analyzing environmental law enforcement, the emphasis is constantly placed on the
priority of the human right to the safe environment and measures aimed at ensuring
it as well as on an understanding of the importance of public involvement in taking
environmental decisions and the basics of sustainable development. Students who
study environmental law are engaged in an annual awareness campaign and the
Earth Hour event. For instance, a simulation game of climate negotiations is an

interesting extracurricular activity. Participation in this kind of an education game
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improves mental abilities and behavior, the ability to analyze and generalize
information, set aims and choose ways of achieving them, apply the norms of
substantive and procedural law, correctly evaluate facts and circumstances, give a
speech in a logical, well-reasoned, clear manner, cooperate, work in a team, be
tolerant of others.

Events of similar kind raise students’ interest in acquiring knowledge of
environmental law. A considerable problem of teaching Environmental Law of
Ukraine is low students’ interest in studying this subject (it was confirmed by the
survey of the students). It is caused by the low environmental awareness of
Ukrainian society in general; deficiencies in environmental law and the absence of
environmental case law; disregard for environmental interests. When most students
begin to study environmental law, they have already chosen their future profession
on the basis of the earlier studied administrative, criminal, civil law. Quite often
students do not see any practical need in using knowledge of environmental law,
the sphere of its application. In order to arouse students’ interest in studying a
certain branch of law or certain pieces of its legislation, the teacher can begin a
class by presenting a real-life problem or a contradictory situation and showing a
short video about a violation of environmental legislation. After that students are
asked a number of questions aimed, first and foremost, at defining the statutory
regulation for the problem that is going to be analyzed during the class. The
introductory lecture is of particular importance, since it familiarizes students with
the course, gives a comprehensive view of it, guides through its structure and
content. It is necessary to make students interested, explain the importance of
knowledge of environmental law and show possible ways of its practical
application.

Nowadays knowledge of environmental law has to be practice- not theory-

oriented, the latter also being very time-consuming. The primary aim of law
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education is mastery of professional skills. Analyzing the methodology of teaching
environmental law at American universities, H.G. Robertson concluded that
students should be given «an opportunity to learn the environmental law system by
solving real-world type environmental law problems» [12, p. 279]. To achieve such
an objective in the pedagogical practice of law teaching, business games and role-
playing, brainstorming, a case study, simulations, academic discussions and so on
were introduced at the end of the twentieth century [13]. For Ukrainian higher
education these forms of teaching are relatively new and began to be more actively
used in recent decades.

Quite common in my work is the use of the case study method. Analyzing
real-life situations, discussing them, studying various problem-solving approaches,
searching for necessary information — these types of work help to develop
important practical skills: a comprehensive approach to analyzing and evaluating
facts, a logical and cause-effect style of thinking, rational decision-making. Each
topic of in-class discussion is accompanied by a detailed list of questions in the
study guide that students have to learn as well as terminology-based tasks, tests for
a quick knowledge check, different practical tasks.

For instance, it can be a task of preparing a legal document: a request for
providing environmental information, an application for water use permission, a
draft lease contract, a complaint against an official resolution, a lawsuit on
environmental rights violations. The acquisition of practical skills in working with
legal documents is a step-by-step process. At the first stage students get familiar
with court rulings, application forms, environmental audit certificates and so on.
Then their task is to write these documents themselves according to the given
drafts.

Another practical task is a description of a real-life situation related to, for

example, a violation of environmental law requirements for its legal evaluation.
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Since teaching Environmental Law of Ukraine is based on students’ knowledge of
civil, administrative, criminal law and corresponding court proceedings, it gives the
opportunity to use a wide range of real-life situations about ownership rights to
natural resources, the right to natural resources management, legal liability for
environmental law violations, the exercise of executive power and so on. Tasks
suggested to students are worded differently. Some have all the detailed
circumstances, contextual information. They require a precise algorithm of actions
and a choice of a specific legal sanction. Others contain a general description of the
situation, thus allowing for a variety of its possible solutions.

Another specific feature of environmental law that defines the specifics of
teaching this course lies in its «multicentric and pluralistic nature’ being the basis
of ‘teaching substantive environmental law and practice skills through interest
group role-playing» [14, p. 194]. Therefore, analysis of practical situations involves
students’ role-playing as representatives of a non-governmental organization,
government inspectors, lawyers of an enterprise.

The brainstorming method is often used for activating students’ attention in
dealing with a problem situation. Students work with specific different court
rulings on analogous cases. Unfortunately, in Ukraine court rulings on
environmental lawsuits are often contradictory, and there are problems in
designating court jurisdiction. Students are suggested to familiarize themselves
with these problems and analyze them. Then students are asked questions and
engaged in active discussion; they can give their arguments and counterarguments
in favour of this or that court ruling. As a rule, the presented arguments are written
on the board and analyzed, and then the most well-reasoned ones are chosen. This
approach helps to boost cognitive activity, find fruitful ideas, constructive

decisions, solutions to complex problems or non-standard situations.
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It is necessary to remember the complex issue of interaction between
environmental and economic interests of society, its conflict-ridden character [15]
and the need to ensure a sound compromise between commercial and economic
interests of industrial enterprises and environmental interests of certain people,
communities or society on the whole. Certain citizens, acting in different capacities
in environmental relations, objectify in them not only environmental but also
economic, social and other interests. Therefore, a number of the suggested practical
tasks are based on a conflict of interest. For instance, the closedown of an
enterprise that violates environmental law requirements will lead to dismissals and
loss of workers’ labour guarantees and benefits packages, consequently, depriving
them of their source of subsistence. Students are thus asked: How to reconcile these
interests? What measures for conflict resolution are the most efficient in this case?

Doing these practical tasks, students often choose the most obvious solution
that might appear to be inefficient and will not prevent environmental rights
violations. The experienced teacher has to emphasize the need to determine the
ultimate aim to be achieved in each particular situation. On the basis of it a legal
remedy has to be chosen and the plaintiff’s claims have to be formulated.

As regards my teaching practice today, | no longer use a traditional form of
control where students are asked to retell the information they read in textbooks. It
IS certain that the resolution of practical problems is impossible without knowing
and understanding theory, being able to work with definitions and being
knowledgeable about the system of legal norms. Therefore, a case study is always
accompanied by theory quizzes. These theoretical questions have to be related to
each particular case. For instance, students are asked not only to describe the
procedure for becoming an environmental protection inspector but explain, in
detail, to imaginary clients which documents they need to collect, who to ask, what

additional requirements to meet. In the interview method students are asked to be
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lawyers and have a talk with a client who wants to be consulted about the alleged
violation by the neighbouring enterprise of emission limit values.

The use of teaching methods and techniques ensures a real connection with
legal practice, a possibility to engage future lawyers in problem-based learning,
increase their level of interest, enhance their performance, stimulate the
development of analytical skills, the interaction and combination of theory and
practice.

Environmental law regulation in different countries is characterized by the
unity of approaches to and mechanisms of regulation on the basis of the developed
and ratified international and European standards. The crucial current importance
of knowing and understanding the international and European environmental law
legislation for Ukraine is caused by the signing of the Association Agreement
between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and Ukraine,
of the other part. The European Integration priorities of the state policy of Ukraine
concern all the spheres of the activity of the state and society and the environmental
sphere in particular. Currently, the work of the state authorities and public
organizations is aimed at ensuring the implementation of the principal requirements
and principles of EU legislation (“acquis communautaire”). Art. 360—-366 of the
Association Agreement between EU and Ukraine cover environmental matters
whereas Annex XXX to Chapter 6 “Environment” of Title V “Economic and
Sector Cooperation” contains a list of directives and regulations which are to be
incorporated into national legislation. In light of this, law students’ knowledge of
international and European environmental law mechanisms is critical.

Certain courses such as “International Environmental Law”, “European
Union Environmental Law” are included as electives for undergraduate students
and in the environmental law master’s programme. They provide for an in-depth

study of the corresponding legislation. The general course “Environmental Law of
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Ukraine” does not allow to elaborate on these questions due to lack of academic
time. In the meantime, over the last years | have been suggesting this topic for
student’s individual work. For instance, the topics suggested for students’
individual research work are related to the implementation of certain EU directives
on environmental protection. Students have to study the general mechanisms for
approaching Ukrainian environmental legislation to European one; learn the
content and meaning of EU directives and the degree of compliance of Ukrainian
legislation with them; explain the issue of the discrepancy between legal norms and
the emergence of collisions after the adoption of new legal acts, the problems of
modern comparative law and so on. The use of the creative search method helps to
reinforce students’ interest in the course, study certain questions in more depth,
engage students in research work.

It is certain that the presented study does not exhaust analysis of the specifics
of the teaching and methodology of environmental law at Ukrainian universities.
To conclude, it has to be emphasized that the introduction of innovative methods
and constant improvement in teaching such a complex subject as Environmental
Law requires a high level of professional expertise, constant self-improvement and

learning, an increase in the academic and methodological levels of knowledge.
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